
THE ITINERARY 
 
Once inside the museum, the group is taken to the Cortile della Pigna, the Courtyard of 
the Pinecone – this is the official starting point of the tour.  The Courtyard gets its name 
from the enormous bronze Pinecone from the Roman area stands.  It was originally a 
fountain decoration in the Roman baths of Agrippa.  A pair of bronze Roman peacocks 

from Hadrian’s mausoleum stand on either side of the Pinecone.  From the Courtyard 
visitors can admire the beautiful facades of the Vatican Palaces. 
 
Alldesroughout the tour the guide willdalso point out important architectural elements of the 
galleries and explain the buildings’ history. 
 
The next stop is at the 



Next is the fascinating Gallery of Maps.  The gallery is 120 metres long and took 3 years 
to paint its 40 panels.  These topographical maps were the first complete set of their kind 
showing all of Italy.  Also of note is the highly-detailed ceiling.  From the windows in the 
Gallery of Maps visitors can admire the gorgeous Vatican gardens. 
 
The Sobieski Room



 Entrance wall:  Michelangelo’s Last Judgment.  He painted this fresco with its 391 
figures, from 1535-1541.  It depicts the Apocalypse as told in the book of Revelation.  
According to the Bible, Christ will return to judge all souls – the souls of the dead will rise 
from their graves to be judged if they are to go to heaven or hell.  At the top of the painting 
are those who are going to heaven, and at the bottom are those who are being pulled by 
demons into the fires of hell.  This painting was controversial for many reasons including 
that Michelangelo painted nude figures.  It was called obscene, and another artist was 
hired to paint over the controversial areas.  In this painting, Michelangelo painted the 
portraits of many of his contemporaries and his own self-portrait. 
 
After visiting the Sistine Chapel, visitors are free to return to the museum and visit it at 
their leisure. 
 
We thank you for choosing Rome-museum.com and have a wonderful holiday in Rome!  


